
         August 2018 

Dear Fifth Grade Parents and Students,  

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! I am very excited to begin my second year teaching at St. 

Antoninus. I will be teaching reading and social studies, and below are my plans for the first 

trimester: 

Reading  

The textbook series we will be using is called, Reading Street. Working through this series will 
allow us to cover the stated objectives and learn important reading skills. Some of the skills include 

understanding literary elements such as character, plot, comprehension, cause and effect, 

summarizing, theme, setting, inferring, and vocabulary. 

In addition to Reading Street, we will be spending several weeks of the trimester reading and 

discussing selected novels as a class to further develop our reading skills. These novels include 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell and Holes by Louis Sachar.  

Both 5th and 6th grade students will receive a Scholastic Weekly Reader magazine on Fridays. Fifth 

grade students are to read each article in the magazine and complete the accompanying questions 

by the following Tuesday. There will be quizzes on these articles on Wednesdays. Weekly readers 

focus on informational text and important comprehension skills.  

It is important to spend time reading outside of the classroom, too. I am encouraging you to set 

aside 20 minutes each day to read. Book projects will be assigned two to three times within the 

trimester. These reports will demonstrate an understanding of the skills we are learning in class. 

Weekly visits to the library will be on Wednesdays.  

 

Social Studies 

The textbook for the class is My World Geography. We will begin the year with map skills, 

geography, and culture. Students will participate in many hands-on, interactive activities this 

trimester. Students will be expected to keep a vocabulary journal that will be checked for 

completion after every unit. Our goal is to get through the first two to three units this trimester.  

I look forward to a successful school year. Please refer to my webpage to find important class 

information as well as future newsletters. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact 

me at school or by email, lottman@saintantoninus.org. Thank you for your help and support.  

 

Sincerely,  

Miss Lottman  
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